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your dreams and become successful as a re-
sult. By their strong values and their deter-
mination to create a better life for themselves
and their children, immigrants from Mexico
enrich American life.

My close relationship with President Fox
reflects the close relationship between our
nations. It is built on the solid ground of re-
spect and trust and friendship. President Fox
is a great Mexican patriot, a man of honest
talk and convictions who is passionately con-
cerned for his people’s welfare. We are both
deeply committed to helping the entire
American familia achieve prosperity and live
in peace.

Mexico and America share a continent,
and we are dedicated to common goals. We
are working together to create a ‘‘smart bor-
der,’’ one that will speed the safe flow of peo-
ple and commerce but protect our two na-
tions from terrorism and crime. We are work-
ing together on a Partnership for Prosperity,
to better focus the creativity and resources
of the private sector on the critical task of
development. We are working together to ad-
dress the important and challenging immi-
gration issues between our countries. And
I’ve asked our Congress to pass an extension
of section 245(i) of our immigration law to
let families stay together while they become
permanent residents. We’re working to-
gether to improve conditions for people liv-
ing along the border. And we’re working to-
gether to create an entire hemisphere that
lives in liberty and trades in freedom.

Our two nations will succeed together be-
cause our futures are bound to each other.
Geography made us neighbors, but our
shared values and rich cultures have made
us the closest of friends.

May God bless the people of Mexico, and
may God bless the United States of America.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:20 a.m. on
May 3 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 4. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 3 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The President also re-
corded and the Office of the Press Secretary re-
leased a Spanish language version of this address.

Remarks at the White House
Correspondents’ Association Dinner
May 4, 2002

The President. Thank you very much,
Steve. Mr. Vice President, members of the
White House Correspondents’ Association,
ladies and gentlemen, Laura and I are hon-
ored to be here tonight. Thanks for the invi-
tation.

What a fantastic audience we have tonight:
Washington power brokers, celebrities, Hol-
lywood stars, Ozzy Osbourne. [Laughter]

[Mr. Osbourne bowed and blew kisses to the
crowd.]

The President. Okay, Ozzy. [Laughter]
Might have been a mistake. [Laughter]

The thing about Ozzy is he’s made a lot
of big hit recordings: ‘‘Party With the Ani-
mals’’; ‘‘Sabbath, Bloody Sabbath’’; ‘‘Face in
Hell’’; ‘‘Black Skies and Bloodbath in Para-
dise.’’ Ozzy, Mom loves your stuff. [Laugh-
ter]

And Drew Carey is our entertainment to-
night. Drew has a fun TV show called
‘‘Whose Line Is It Anyway?’’ which is totally
improvised. Drew, got any interest in the
Middle East? [Laughter]

Last year at this dinner, I showed some
photos straight out of the Bush family photo
album. Tonight I’m going to show you some
actual, never-seen-before photos taken by
the White House photographers over the
past 15 months. We’ve created, just for you,
this little slide show of what life is really like
inside the Bush White House.

So Karen, if everyone’s in the seats you’ve
assigned them—[laughter]—hit the pro-
jector.

[First slide.]

When I look back over the last year, I think
I’ve grown in office. I’m much more focused.
[Laughter]

[Slide change.]

I feel relaxed. [Laughter]

[Slide change.]

I mean, occasionally there are moments
where I feel a little stress. [Laughter]

[Slide change.]
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I may have aged a bit. [Laughter]

[Slide change.]

One of the great things about being in the
White House is having Laura close by.
Whenever she drops by my office, my day
is brighter.

[Slide change.]

She helps me in a million ways. Here she
is helping me pronounce ‘‘Azerbaijanis.’’
[Laughter]

[Slide change.]

We have two dogs. This is our dog Barney.
I tell him with eyebrows like that, he ought
to be a Senator. [Laughter]

[Slide change.]

You can tell Barney’s in some trouble here.
This is the day he chewed up the list of undis-
closed locations, and we couldn’t find Dick.
[Laughter]

[Slide change.]

The little guy keeps a lookout like this hour
after hour. [Laughter] I kind of wish Tom
Ridge had never had that talk with him about
homeland security. [Laughter]

[Slide change.]

Now, this is our dog Spot. People often
ask me how I came up with that name.
[Laughter] I don’t know; I’m just kind of a
creative guy. [Laughter]

[Slide change.]

The thing about Spot is that she is—she
actually thinks she’s the President. [Laugh-
ter] Here she is coming back from a fund-
raiser for the American Kennel Club.
[Laughter]

[Slide change.]

But she is truly a great canine American,
and I value her counsel—[laughter]—just as
I value the counsel of others on the staff.
[Laughter]

We have a very experienced, mature team
of professionals down at the White House.

[Slide change.]

This is Josh Bolten. [Laughter] He’s the
White House Deputy Chief of Staff. America

should sleep better at night knowing that this
calm, level-headed man—[laughter]—is
helping to guide our Nation.

[Slide change.]

This is Nick Calio, the head of our Office
of Legislative Affairs. I had just said to him,
‘‘So, Nick, what are the chances of the Senate
passing ANWR?’’ [Laughter]

[Slide change.]

Nick really prepares me well when con-
gressional leaders come down for meetings.
Here he is testing out a whoopee cushion
that we’re going to use on Senator Byrd.
[Laughter]

But we really have a highly motivated
group down at the White House. No matter
what the task at hand, each of us gives 110
percent.

[Two slide changes.] [Laughter]

The truth is, the door to the Oval Office
has a little peephole. This is Karen Hughes
peeping in on me. [Laughter]

[Slide change.]

This is Karl Rove peeping in on me.
[Laughter]

[Slide change.]

This is Condi Rice peeping in on me.
[Laughter]

[Slide change.]

Spot has her own peephole. [Laughter]

[Slide change.]

This is Andy Card peeping in on me.
[Laughter]

[Slide change.]

And ladies and gentlemen—[laughter]—
this is the Vice President of the United
States, looking through a peephole. And
Dick, I hope you’re not doing what it looks
like you’re doing. [Laughter]

[Slide change.]

This photo actually has nothing to do with
anything. [Laughter] I thought I’d show it
to you, however, because it’s the only known
photo in existence of Alan Greenspan smil-
ing. [Laughter]
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[Slide change.]

This is Ari Fleischer, of course. I was
chewing him out here. [Laughter] I’m saying,
‘‘Ari, I am sick and tired of you not fully an-
swering all the wonderful questions asked by
our hardworking White House press corps.
Are you sure, Ari, we’re not leaking enough?’’
[Laughter] ‘‘Are you sure that we’ve given
them enough access to me? I’ve got an idea,
I’ll do more interviews—with ‘Baseball To-
night.’ ’’ [Laughter]

Now, part of the job of a President is to
meet with representatives of special interest
groups.

[Slide change.] [Laughter]

Here I am meeting with representatives
from the American Cloning Council. [Laugh-
ter]

[Slide change.]

I try to work with Republicans and Demo-
crats alike. For political reasons, some
Democrats prefer that it not be known they
are working with a Republican President, so
they slip in the back door—like Hillary Clin-
ton here.

[Slide change.] [Laughter]

It’s not all work, of course. One day, I de-
cided to show some of the staff the White
House bowling alley. Boys and girls, there
is a reason you wear those special bowling
shoes.

[Three slide changes.] [Laughter]

Of course, another job of the President is
dealing with the White House press corps.
You ask some pretty tough questions, but to
tell you the truth, I don’t think you’ve laid
a glove on me.

Here I am after our last press conference.

[Slide change.] [Laughter]

In closing tonight, I thought about turning
serious and talking about all we’ve been
through since I was here last year. But then
I decided this wasn’t the time or the place.
You came to have a good time; we’ve got
Drew Carey waiting to entertain us.

So instead, I’m going to leave you with one
last thought and one last photo of our dog
Spot.

[Slide change.]

I ask you, ladies and gentlemen, is this a
great country or what? [Laughter]

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:55 p.m. in the
International Ballroom at the Washington Hilton.
In his remarks, he referred to Steve Holland, out-
going president, White House Correspondents’
Association, who introduced the President. He
also referred to ANWR, the Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge.

Remarks at Opening Day of
2002 White House Tee-Ball
May 5, 2002

Well, Shalim, thank you very much for
singing the national anthem. Welcome to
baseball at the White House. We’re glad you
all are here.

I want to thank the commissioner of tee-
ball at the White House this year, one of the
alltime great baseball players, one of the all-
time great men, Mr. Cal Ripken.

I want to—I want to welcome the teams
that are going to play today on the opening
day of the 2002 season. The Uniondale Little
League Sluggers and all their moms and dads
and the coaches—thank you all very much.
And as well, we want to thank the 6 and 11
Little League Sluggers from Trenton, New
Jersey. And I want to thank your moms and
dads for coming too. Welcome.

We’ve also got some really fine former
baseball players with us—Tony Perez, Mr.
Hall of Fame. As well, we’ve got ‘‘Cha Cha’’
Orlando Cepeda.

I want to thank the other coach on the
field, a member of my Cabinet, Señor Mel
Martinez.

Erubiel Durazo, from the world champion
Arizona Diamondbacks, is with us today as
well. Erubiel, mucho gusto.

As well, there’s a great new movie out
called ‘‘The Rookie.’’ He is—this guy’s a
Texan. He’s a great story. I hope you go see
the movie. But the man who Dennis Quaid
plays in the movie is with us today, the actual
baseball player, Jim Morris. Thank you for
coming, Jim.

As well, a former Texas Ranger, Billy
Ripken—where are you, Billy? Hi, Billy.


